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Patent 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 



In re Application of: 

Robert G. Tanner 

Application No. 09/733,844 

Filed: December 8, 2000 

For: VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE OF A 
MOBILE DEVICE 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Examiner: Karmis, Stefanos 
Art Unit: 3624 
Confirmation No.: 2035 



APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37 

This is an appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences from the 
decision of the Examiner of Group 3624, dated June 19, 2006. This Appeal Brief is 
hereby submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(a). 

I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest are the assignees of the full interest in the invention, 
Sony Electronics Inc. of Park Ridge, N.J. and Sony Corporation of Tokyo Japan. 

II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

To the best of Appellant's knowledge, there are no appeals or interferences related 
to the present appeal that will directly affect, be directly affected by, or have a bearing on 
the Board's decision in the instant appeal. 
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III. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-38 were rejected in a final Office Action mailed June 19, 2006. Claims 
1-38 are the subject of this appeal. A copy of Claims 1-38 as they stand on appeal are set 
forth in the Claims Appendix. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendments to the claims have been made after receipt of the Final Office 

Action. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 1-38 claim a virtual tutorial system that displays a virtual electronic 
device, which emulates operations of a corresponding physical electronic device to 
instruct a user how to use the physical electronic device [Specification: page 58, lines 7- 
12]. 

Independent Claims 1 , 9, and 1 7 claim showing of a first virtual electronic device 
on a display to emulate operation of one or more features of a first electronic device 
[Specification: page 60, lines 17-22, block 2405 in Figure 24; page 58, line 29 through 
page 59, line 7, blocks 2115 and 2130 of Figure 21]. Claims 1 and 9 also claim 
navigating through the first virtual electronic device on the display to instruct a user how 
to use a feature of the first electronic device [Specification: page 60, lines 17-22, block 
2410 of Figure 24], Claim 17 also claims a processor and a display [Specification: page 
58, line 29, blocks 2105 and 2110 of Figure 21]. Independent claim 38 claims the 
elements of Claims 1 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, sixth paragraph. The claimed means 
for presenting corresponds to a processor [Specification: page 58, line 29, block 2105 of 
Figure 21] and the claimed means for navigation corresponds to an input device, which in 
one embodiment is a touch sensitive display [Specification: page 26, lines 25-27, block 
930 of Figure 9A]. 

Dependent Claims 4, 12 and 30 depend from independent Claims 1 5 9 and 17, 
respectively, and claim showing a device map listing features of the first electronic 
device [Specification: page 61, lines 7-11, block 2515 of Figure 25; page 60, lines 10-12, 
block 23 15 of Figure 23]. 
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VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

I. Claims 1-38 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over U.S. Patent 
6,829 J19 to Perlman in view of U.S. Patent 6,629,197 to Bhogal et. al. 

VII. ARGUMENTS 

I. The invention claimed in Claims 1-38 is Patentable under 35 U.S.C. $ 103 over 
the combination of Perlman and Bhogal. 

Perlman discloses displaying text and/or graphical instructions to instruct a user 
how to connect two electronics devices. In one embodiment, one of the electronics 
devices is an Internet terminal. Perlman's Figures 11-18 illustrate various embodiments 
of a device interface on the Internet terminal. 

Bhogal discloses an emulation unit that stores "softcopies" of audio content (e.g., 
MP3 files), and is connected between a base unit, such as a car stereo, and a CD-ROM 
changer. The emulation unit intercepts an audio request command for the CD changer 
from the base unit, and returns a softcopy of the audio to the base unit if the softcopy is 
stored in the emulation unit. Bhogal also discloses that the emulation unit contains a user 
interface unit that has physical controls, such as "play," "fast forward," etc., and 
optionally has a standard CD slot. 

A. Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-29 and 31-37 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-29 and 31-37 stand or fall together. Claim 1 is the 
representative claim. 

The Examiner is equating Bhogal' s emulation unit with Appellant's claimed first 
virtual electronic device that is shown on a display to emulate operation of one or more 
features of a first electronic device. However, Bhogal does not disclose that the user 
interface unit, the emulation unit as a whole, or the base station contains a display. 
Moreover, there is no disclosure in Bhogal that teach or suggests that the emulation unit 
itself can be shown on a display as a virtual electronic device, or that the emulation unit 
even causes a virtual electronic device to be shown on a display. Thus, Bhogal does not 
disclose Appellant's claimed first virtual electronic device. Because the Examiner stated 
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that Perlman fails to disclose Appellant's claimed first virtual electronic device, the 
combination of Perlman and Bhogal cannot be properly interpreted as teaching or 
suggesting Appellant's invention as claimed in Claim 1. 

Furthermore, the Examiner's stated that the combination of Perlman and Bhogal 
is motivated because both references "provide graphical representation of electronic 
devices " [Final Office Action: page 3, lines 18-21]. However, because Bhogal does not 
teach or even suggest providing a graphical representation of an electronic device, the 
Examiner's rational for the combination is unsupported by the references. Thus, the 
combination of Perlman and Bhogal is improperly motivated. 

Accordingly, the combination of Perlman and Bhogal does not render obvious 
Applicant's invention as claimed in Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-29 and 31-37. 

B. Claims 4, 12 and 30 

Claims 4, 12 and 30 stand or fall together. Claim 4 is the representative claim . 
and depends from claim 1 . 

The Examiner is equating the device interface diagrams of Figures 11-18 with 
Appellant's claimed element of showing a device map that lists features of the first 
electronic device. However, Perlman describes Figures 1 1-18 as illustrating physical 
connectors that may be included with the Internet terminal to allow it to be connected to 
many different types of electronic devices [Perlman: col. 10, lines 1-5]. Perlman does not 
teach or even suggest that the diagrams of Figures 11-18 can be shown as graphical 
representations on Perlman' s user interface. 

Bhogal also fails to disclose Appellant's claimed element of showing a device 
map. Thus, the combination of Perlman and Bhogal cannot be properly interpreted as 
teaching or suggesting Appellant's invention as claimed in Claim 1. 

Moreover, the combination of Perlman and Bhogal is improper as set forth above. 

Accordingly, the combination of Perlman and Bhogal does not render obvious 
Appellant's invention as claimed in Claims 4, 12 and 30. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION 



As set forth above, the combination of Perlman and Bhogal is improper and does 
not disclose each and every limitation of Appellant's invention as claimed in Claim 1-38. 
Therefore, Appellant respectfully requests the Board reverse the rejections of Claims 1- 
38 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), and direct the Examiner to enter a Notice of Allowance for 
Claims 1-38. 

Fee for Filing a Brief in Support of Appeal 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $500.00 to cover the fee for filing a brief in 
support of an appeal as required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.17(c) and 41.37(a). 

Deposit Account Authorization 

Authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No. 02-2666 for any 
charges that may be due. Furthermore, if an extension is required, then Appellant hereby 
requests such extension. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR 
& ZAFMAN LLP 



Dated: November 20, 2006 




Sheryl Sue Holloway 
Attorney for Appellant 
Registration No. 37,850 



12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8300 x3476 
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CLAIMS APPENDIX FOR 
APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37 

1 . (Previously Presented) A computerized method comprising: 

showing a first virtual electronic device on a display to emulate operation of one 
or more features of a first electronic device; and 

navigating through the first virtual electronic device on the display to instruct a 
user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing a second virtual 
electronic device to emulate an exchange of information between the first electronic 
device and a second electronic device. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing a virtual 
eCommerce system to emulate an exchange of information between the first electronic 
device and an eCommerce system. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing a device map 
listing features of the first electronic device. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing a magnified view 
of the first virtual electronic device to provide a detailed illustration of a feature of the 
first electronic device. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing an interactive 
simulation to instruct a user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing an animated 
sequence to instruct a user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising showing a video to instruct 
a user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

9. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium comprising instructions 
which, when executed by a processor, perform a method for instructing a user how to 
operate a first electronic device comprising: 

showing a first virtual electronic device on a display to emulate operation of one 
or more features of the first electronic device; and 

navigating through the first virtual electronic device to instruct a user how to use a 
feature of the first electronic device. 

10. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing a second virtual 
electronic device to emulate an exchange of information between the first electronic 
device and a second electronic device. 

11. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing a virtual 
eCommerce system to emulate an exchange of information between the first electronic 
device and an eCommerce system. 

12. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing a device map listing 
features of the first electronic device. 

13. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing a magnified view of 
the first virtual electronic device to provide a detailed illustration of a feature of the first 
electronic device. 
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14. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing an interactive 
simulation to instruct a user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

15. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing an animated 
sequence to instruct a user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

16. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein the instructions 
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising showing a video to instruct a 
user how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 

17. (Previously Presented) A system comprising: 
a processor; 

a display to communicate with the processor; and 

a first virtual electronic device shown on the display by the processor to emulate 
operation of one or more features of a first electronic device. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein the first virtual electronic device is a 
virtual handheld device. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18 wherein the virtual handheld device is a virtual 
digital wallet. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein the first virtual electronic device 
comprises: 

a virtual display; and 
a virtual peripheral port. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the first virtual electronic device 
further comprises a virtual biometric access device. 
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22. (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the first virtual electronic device 
further comprises a virtual memory. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the first virtual electronic device 
further comprises virtual input devices. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a second virtual electronic 
device shown on the display by the processor to emulate operation of a second electronic 
device. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24 wherein the first virtual electronic device and 
the second virtual electronic device are shown simultaneously on the display to emulate 
an exchange of information between the first electronic device and the second electronic 
device. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a virtual electronic system 
shown on the display to emulate the operation of an electronic system. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 wherein the virtual electronic system is a 
virtual eCommerce system. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 26 wherein the first virtual electronic device and 
the virtual electronic system are shown simultaneously on the display to emulate an 
exchange of information between the first electronic device and the electronic system. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a graphical user interface. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a device map 
corresponding to features of the first electronic device. 
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3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a magnified view of the 
first virtual electronic device shown on the display to provide a detailed illustration of a 
feature of the first electronic device. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising an interactive simulation 
shown on the display to instruct a user how to perform a function of the first electronic 
device. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising an animated sequence 
shown on the display to instruct a user how to perform a function of the first electronic 
device. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a video shown on the 
display to instruct a user how to perform a function of the first electronic device. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising the first electronic device. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35 wherein the first electronic device is adapted 
to communicate with the processor. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 36 wherein the processor determines features that 
can be performed by the first electronic device. 

38. (Previously Presented) A computerized tutorial comprising: 

means for presenting a virtual electronic device on a display to emulate operation 
of one or more features of an electronic device; and 

means for navigating through the first virtual electronic device to instruct a user 
how to use a feature of the first electronic device. 
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EVIDENCE APPENDIX FOR 
APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37 



NONE 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX FOR 
APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37 

NONE 
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